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Disclaimer
Much of this eBook is based on personal research and experience. The author has
made every reasonable attempt to achieve complete accuracy of the content in this
guide and assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions. You should use this
information as you see fit and at your own risk. The content of this eBook is
original and any instances of duplicate wording or phrasing are purely coincidental
and a result of factual expression. Any trademarks, service marks, product names
or named features are assumed to be the property of their respective owners, and
are used only for reference. There is no implied endorsement if we use one of these
terms.

As this is a paid resource, please don’t reproduce or distribute this eBook online.
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How to Start Your Own
Tutoring Business
Introduction from Jamie Thomson
By 2018, the private tutoring industry will be worth
an estimated $102.8 billion worldwide. In the UK
alone, the industry is said to be worth £6 billion. If
ever there was a time to become a private tutor in the
UK, this is it.
Working as a tutor can be a hugely rewarding job and a great way to take control of
your own finances. As your own boss, you get to decide how and when you work
and when you take time off.
Don’t get me wrong though. It’s not plain sailing - as any self-employed or agency
tutor will tell you - it can take time to build up a student-base. But with the right
approach and the know-how contained within this book, you’ll have everything
you need to start your own tutoring business over the next few weeks.
This book is for anyone who has their sights set on becoming a private tutor.
Whether you’re looking to make extra income to supplement another job, or you
want to work as a tutor full-time, you’ll find this book incredibly useful in getting
you started and helping you sustain a successful private tutoring business.
I’ve been writing about the private tutoring industry since 2011 for some of the
UK’s biggest tutoring companies and I’m also a private tutor myself. As part of my
research for this guide, I’ve spoken to some of the UK’s most established tutors
and agencies. I’ve also included case studies from private tutors, who at one point
were at the stage you’re at now, and are now comfortably making a full-time wage
from tutoring students in their local area and online in their specialist subjects.
To begin with, this book will provide an overview of the industry and explore the
logistics and legalities of setting up as a private tutor. We’ll look at things like how
to become self-employed, how to manage your own tax, what makes a good tutor
and teaching best practices.
I’m pleased to be able to say that is honestly the most comprehensive guide to
working as a tutor that you’ll find anywhere in book shops or online. So, let’s get
started.
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Don’t Just Take Our Word for it…Here’s What
Other People Say About This Guide…
‘How to Start Your Own Tutoring Business is an
indispensable guide for those starting out in tuition, and
one I wish that I had when I began! From starting line
advice on choosing your subject and level, to the more indepth information on legal issues such as insurance and
tax, this is really informative. Helpful reading to all tutors
beginning their career in the industry.’
Natasha Saednejad, NMS Tuition, Surrey

‘I read How to Start Your Own Tutoring Business with real
interest. This book will be very helpful to those starting out
in the industry.’
Ian Fisher, Business Studies and Economics tutor,
Rotherham

‘This eBook gives really good advice and guidelines about
starting a tutoring business. Highly recommended.’
Naomi Hodgkins, Naomi Tutoring, Bury
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My Tutoring Story…
I first started working as a freelance private tutor in 2008. At the time, I had
just graduated from university and was looking to earn some extra income by
tutoring Scottish Standard Grade and Higher students in English and French.
Despite my best efforts, I struggled to find any useful advice online about the
logistics of setting myself up as a private tutor. How would I become selfemployed? Did I need to be a qualified teacher? How much could I charge?
Although it’s hard to believe nowadays, there really weren’t that many useful
books or websites back then that provided guidance on how to become a tutor.
As chance would have it, a few weeks after I first had the idea of working as a
tutor, a friend told me that he had just started tutoring his first two students. After
learning about how he managed to set himself up as a tutor, I followed suit and
within 2 weeks I had secured my first regular student.
What dawned on me during those first few weeks of tutoring was that the industry
at that time, almost exclusively existed on the fringes of mainstream education,
with tutors finding work through word of mouth referrals from parents.
Although word of mouth marketing remains the lifeblood of the tutoring
industry today, with the growth of the internet and through websites like The
Tutor Website, there’s now a lot more information out there about the industry
and how to run a private tutoring business.
In 2011, with help from a team of web developers, I set up The Tutor Website to
pass on all the information I had learned about working as a tutor and the
industry in general.
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‘The Tutor Website – a resource for the UK private tutoring industry’

To begin with, the website took a while to appear in search engines but slowly
and surely, more and more tutors began signing up to the directory and more
and more parents started visiting the site to find tutors in their local area.
Since then, I’ve spoken to hundreds of tutors, students and parents and
answered literally thousands of questions about the practicalities of tutoring.
What you’re about to read in this guide, is a collection of all those questions
I’ve been asked over the years - plus a whole lot more.
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An overview of the private tutoring industry
in the UK
In the last decade, the private tutoring marketplace has experienced what can only
be described as a ‘boom’ in private tutoring. In September 2015, the Sutton Trust
confirmed that 1 in 4 school children in the UK (increasing to 40% in London) use
private tutors. Their report concluded that the industry looks set to continue on an
upward trajectory long into the next decade as well.

Image credit: Schools Week

In 2013, Global Industry Analysts, Inc. (GIA) predicted that the global tutoring
market would surpass $102.8 billion by 2018 and this prediction is becoming
increasingly more accurate as new tutoring companies, particularly in the online
learning sphere are being established worldwide every day.
In the UK, we've seen the demand for private tutoring increase so much that some
tutoring agencies are reporting a 42% growth in business in the last year and one
online tuition platform has suggested their business has grown by a colossal 500%
within the last 12 months.
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According to a 2012 survey carried out by First Tutors, the average agency tutor in
the UK charges £22 per hour, with prices increasing among freelance tutors,
particular those in London, who often charge in excess of £100 per hour.

‘According to First Tutors, the average tutor charges £22 per hour’

In terms of subjects, an earlier study conducted by the Sutton Trust found that
students are most likely to receive tuition in Maths (77%), followed by English
(55%) and science (30%) and figures elsewhere suggest that around 27% of kids
use private tutors during school holiday periods.
Recent developments in the industry include the formation of the Tutor’s
Association, who aim to professionalise the industry by encouraging tutoring
organisations to sign up to a code of standards.

‘The Tutor’s Association aims to professionalise the industry’
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The industry has also seen the formation of the National Tutoring Conference,
which holds regular events in London over a range of topics relevant to today’s
industry.

‘The National Tutoring Conference regularly holds events in London’

Based on the Sutton Trust’s reports on the tutoring industry, here’s some key
information that you should know about the tutoring marketplace before setting
yourself up as a private tutor:
•

•
•
•
•

•

Private tutoring is most common in Greater London, with almost 4 in 10
(38%) children having been privately tutored at some time. This compares
with just 10% in North-East England and 9% in Wales.
Affluent families are most likely to use private tutors, with 25% of children
having tuition compared with 15% of children from lower income families.
Students in Year 7 and Year 11 are most likely to receive private tuition.
There is very little variation in tutoring uptake between girls and boys.
Asian children are most likely to use tutors at 42%, followed by black
children at 38%, those from ‘other’ racial backgrounds at 29%, those of
‘mixed’ race at 22% and white children the least at 20%.
In 2009, an Ipsos MORI survey, estimated that there are 1.5 million private
tutors currently working in the UK. These numbers surpass those of
classroom teachers and even NHS workers and with an estimated 500
agencies operating in the UK.
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•

According to a poll of parents, carried out by advice website
elevenplusexams.co.uk, 62% of 11 Plus students regularly use private tutors
to help them secure places at the UK’s most prestigious private schools.

Actions – Choosing what subjects and levels to tutor
Looking at the statistics above, it’s clear that some subjects are more popular
than others when it comes to private tutoring. However, don’t worry if you don’t
have expertise in any of the ‘popular’ subjects. If a subject is popular, the
marketplace for tutors in that subject tends to be more competitive, so if you
have expertise in something a little more niche, as long as there’s demand for
tutoring in the subject, you could be in a better position to market yourself in
that area.
Here are some questions to consider before deciding what subjects you’ll tutor:
1. In which subject do you hold your highest qualification? The more
qualified you are in a subject, the more appealing you’ll be to students and
parents.
2. What other subjects have you studied academically (ideally at university
level)? You may have enough knowledge to tutor additional subjects at a
lower level.
3. Up to what level do you feel confident in tutoring each of your subjects? If
you’re confident that you understand the course content well, in most
cases, that’s all the experience you need to start tutoring.
4. What’s the marketplace like for tutoring in your subject? This one can be
tricky to determine but a simple Google search for private tutors in your
local area should give you an idea of how many tutors already offer your
subject. Private tutor jobs boards and Gumtree can also provide you with a
good indication of how popular specific subjects are.
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Want to Find Out More…?
I hope you enjoyed reading our free chapter. To discover the next steps to earning
an income as a private tutor, you can buy the rest of this guide for £21.99 from
The Tutor Website – that’s less than the average tutor charges per hour.
Download your copy now.
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